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heard of educated asses; and, unfortunately, not much
difficulty is usually incurred in recognizing the
type.
The person of native ability is one who may not
have a great wealth of thought material stored in the
unconscious, but who is, nevertheless, able to " stir up "
his mental resources very energetically, and who also
manifests an extremely high grade of common sense in
selecting the thoughts that thus become available to
him. On the other hand, the " educated ass " may be
choked full of really good unconscious mental material,
but his consciousness is not able to differentiate between
that which is good and applicable and that which is
bad or worse than useless.
Adverting to Locke once more, I remember a remark
that he also made to the effect that mental ability
depends upon two processes, viz., perception and reflec-
tion. A very wise remark, too; quite as much so as
the other one which I have tried to quote.
By perception our friend meant that which has
entered into the mind; and by reflection is meant a
working over of this material after it has entered.
We indulge In this working-over process when we
ithink. In that mental effort we stir up the buried
memories that come up from the mental storehouse
and sort them over. In a metaphorical sense we pick
hip this one, then that one, look them over, put this one
;with that one, and that one with another, and thus
"classify, and finally utilize or reject the respective
thought elements.
By doing this we ascertain the values and relevan-
es of our stored memories, and harness them to our
Hlectual requirements.